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Introduction 
EMoDiR (Early Modern Religious Dissents and Radicalism) is an international 

research group dedicated to the study of religious differences, conflicts and 

cultural pluralism in Europe during the early modern period. 

  

The group was first constituted at Pisa by a group of European scholars based in 

France, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, the USA and the UK in 2007. After four 

years, during which the members of the group met regularly and organized a 

series of workshops in Italy, EMoDiR has formally instituted a scientific 

organization, based in Verona in 2011. Since then, scholars from a wide range of 

universities and research centers located in Europe, North America, Israel, and 

Australia have joined the group and a series of formal institutional partnerships 

have been established. EMoDiR has grown considerably in recent years, and 

what started as a small group now counts 119 members. 

  

The aim of the research group is to examine the early modern discursive 

constructions of religious dissent and the socio-cultural practices of radical 

movements and religious minorities. We seek to go beyond traditional 

historiographical boundaries (notably national and/or confessional). Since the 

‘construction of the dissenter’ is the outcome of a complex process, it is 

necessary to analyze this process both in terms of internal and synchronic 

dynamics, and of external and diachronic ones. We understand religious dissent 

as discourses, practices, attitudes, or habits that express tension with, or rejection 

of, the dominant socio-cultural dynamic, whether openly, clandestinely or 

unconsciously. Study of such dissent must be connected with a thorough 

reflection on the categories that inspire and structure the researchers’ own 

terminologies.  

 

From its very beginning EMoDiR has promoted research into the social 

networks of individuals and specific groups, as well as into the dynamics 

involved in constructing socio-cultural identities. By considering dissent as a 

socio-cultural construction rather than a doctrinal position, the first objective of 
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the group consists in deconstructing and historically contextualizing such 

commonly used categories as dissent, radicalism, dissidence, libertinism, heresy, 

and heterodoxy as prerequisite to a critical and problematic use of them.  

Therefore EMoDiR is committed to gathering together a variety of research 

projects on early modern religious culture conceived as a multi-faceted and 

dynamic system. Analysis, both at local and transnational level (from a 

predominantly but not exclusively European perspective) is intended to 

contribute to a cultural and social history of dissent.  

  

EMoDiR’s past activities and projects have been made possible by the active 

participation of its members who have contributed to making our network what 

it is today. To better mark our presence and take into account the growth of our 

research group, we decided to make some changes to our structure. Therefore, 

in June 2018, members approved new statues at the general assembly in Verona 

(published in this report). The General Assembly expressed the wish to continue 

to run EMoDiR as a platform that establishes contacts between researchers in 

the field of Early Modern Religious History – beyond disciplinary, confessional, 

national borders – and to provide room for all those who wish to participate and 

to propose their own activities in the field. The statutes try to translate this wish 

into institutional rules. 

  

Federico Barbierato, who developed and shaped the first years of the research 

network, has stepped down as coordinator of the executive committee. We 

would like to take this opportunity to thank him from the bottom of our hearts 

for the invaluable work he has done in building this group, and for his 

overwhelming generosity. 

  

In Verona, a new Steering Committee has been elected. Xenia von Tippelskirch 

(Humboldt University, Germany) has been chosen as coordinator, Stefano 

Villani (Maryland) as secretary, and Helena Wangefelt Ström, (Umeå, Sweden) as 

treasurer. Umberto Grassi will act as a deputy secretary and will replace Stefano 

Villani in the summer of 2019. The Executive Committee positions have also 

been filled. 
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We will do everything in our power to ensure that EMoDiR continues to play an 

active role in the international academic scene in the coming years. 

  

O,7ȃȄ 2%7 Kȃ&&,#0/ȃ$+"ȁ

?,#,7Ȅ NȄ7.,-,#1 J1$îȂȁ

J1,-Ȅ7% Mȃ##Ȅ7ȃȁ
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March 3, 2019 
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EMoDiR Statutes (2018) 
<DF;@I ȃ0 .%2,$7,' (5 ȃ10 8$1ȃ+#,0] Ȅ7' (5 95#Ȅ30 ȂȄ', !7',$ 1"%0, Ȅ$1ȃ+#,0\ȁ

  

1 – EMoDiR is an international research group focused on early modern 

religious dissents, conflicts, and pluralities. 

2 – EMoDiR’s stated goals are: to promote national and international research 

projects; to organize seminars, conferences, and meetings between scholars; to 

facilitate communication about scholarly activities, interdisciplinary 

collaborations, published research, and works in progress; and to foster 

understanding, collaboration, and exchange with analogous national and 

international research centers. 

3 – EMoDiR welcomes membership from institutions (universities or research 

centers), research groups, and individual scholars interested in the realm of 

religious dissent in the 15th-19th centuries. 

4 – Institutions may stipulate their own membership guidelines and statutes 

either directly with EMoDiR, with a member institution, or among all the 

member institutions, according to local needs. The terms of the agreement must 

be approved by EMoDiR’s Steering Committee and by the institution in 

question. Each institution may name up to two representatives to join EMoDiR’s 

Scientific Committee. 

5 – Individual scholars may join EMoDiR by the invitation of the Steering 

Committee, the Scientific Committee, or by applying and sending a curriculum 

vitae to the Membership Chair of the steering committee. Guidelines for this 

process and relevant contact information are available on the EMoDiR website. 

6 – All members of EMoDiR are welcome to participate in General Assemblies. 

The Steering Committee will convene General Assemblies that will take place at 

least once every three years. 

7 – At the General Assembly members will propose and discuss future research 

directions and scientific activities for EMoDiR.  

  

ȁ

ȁ
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8 –EMoDiR is governed by a Steering Committee and a Scientific Committee. 

9 – The Scientific Committee proposes and discusses future research directions 

and upcoming seminars, conferences, and publishing initiatives.  

10 – The Scientific Committee is composed of representatives from scholarly 

institutions that take part in the research group, from the founding members, 

and by other scholars at the invitation of the Scientific Committee. 

11 – The Steering Committee is responsible for the normal administration and 

activity of the research group.  

12 – The Steering Committee is composed of a coordinator, a secretary, and a 

treasurer who are elected by the General Assembly. 

13 – The coordinator is also the president of the Scientific Committee. 

14 – At the recommendation of the Steering Committee, the Scientific 

Committee will nominate an Executive Committee to be made up of members 

of EMoDiR to oversee strategic initiatives. The members of the Steering 

Committee are part of the Executive Committee. 

15 – The task of the Executive Committee is to discuss, propose, and put into 

action the most appropriate initiatives for EMoDiR.  

16 – All Steering and Executive Committee appointments hold a three-year 

term, they may be renewable, with no limits.  

17 – Members of the Steering Committee, the Scientific Committee, and the 

Executive Committee may hold multiple appointments within EMoDiR. 

18 – The EMoDiR statute can be modified with the vote of a simple majority at a 

Gathering of the General Assembly.  

19 – The Steering Committee, Scientific Committee, and Executive Committee 

may meet remotely via teleconference.  

20 – All matters not directly addressed in these statutes can be decided directly 

by the Steering Committee.  

  

(Voted on June 28, 2018, EMoDiR General Assembly, Verona) 
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Associated Universities and Research Centers 
EMoDiR was formally constituted as a scientific organization with its seat at the 
University of Verona, ;ȃ&Ȅ$1ȃȂ,71% 'ȃ :!#1!$, , +ȃ2ȃ#1³ (2011) 
 
;ȃ&Ȅ$1ȃȂ,71% 'ȃ J1!'ȃ LȂȄ7ȃ01ȃ+ȃ, :Ȅƥ =%0+Ȅ$ȃ University of Venice (2011) 
 
:,71$, ', I,+",$+",0 ?ȃ01%$ȃ)!,0, ľ+%#, ',0 ?Ȅ!1,0 ľ1!',0 ', J+ȃ,7+,0 (EHESS), Paris 
(2012) 
 
?ȃ01%$ȃ0+",0 @701ȃ1!1 of the Ruhr Universität of Bochum (2012) 
 
;,&Ȅ$1Ȃ,71 %- ?ȃ01%$5, University of Maryland, College Park (2012) 
 
@701ȃ1!1 'ƥ?ȃ01%ȃ$, ', #Ȅ IÄ-%$ȂȄ1ȃ%7, University of Geneva (2013) 
 
C<ID8 f CȄ(%$Ȅ1%ȃ$, 'ƥľ1!',0 ,1 ', I,+",$+",0 0!$ #, D%7', 87.#%&"%7,, University 
of Aix-Marseille (2014) 
 
D%$$ȃ0 <\ :!$ȃ,# @701ȃ1!1, -%$ <!$%&,Ȅ7 J1!'ȃ,0, Tel Aviv University (2015) 
 
Research unit =%$Ȃ,0 ,1 ȃ'Ä,0 ', #Ȅ I,7Ȅȃ00Ȅ7+, Ȅ!4 C!ȂȃÅ$,0 (FIRL–EA174) 
University of Paris 3 - Sorbonne Nouvelle (2015) 
 
@701ȃ1!1 -ĉ$ >,0+"ȃ+"103ȃ00,70+"Ȅ-1,7, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin (2016) 
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Boards 

Steering Committee  
D''%)ȃ!Ȅ3'%v  Xenia von Tippelskirch (Humboldt University, 

Berlin) 

L.-%.3Ȅ%7v  Stefano Villani (University of Maryland) 

M%.Ȅ2"%.%v  Helena Wangefelt Ström (Umeå university/Uppsala  

University)  

 

Executive Committee 
Alessandro Arcangeli (University of Verona): :%%&,$Ȅ1ȃ%7 3ȃ1" @71,$7Ȅ1ȃ%7Ȅ# J%+ȃ,15ȁ

-%$ :!#1!$Ȅ# ?ȃ01%$5 

Federico Barbierato (University of Verona): <D%;ȃI J,$ȃ,0 

Manuela Bragagnolo (Max Planck Institute for European Legal History in 

Frankfurt): E,30#,11,$ Ȅ7' J%+ȃȄ# D,'ȃȄ  

Jean-Pierre Cavaillé (EHESS, Paris): 8'Ȃȃ00ȃ%7 %- E,3 D,Ȃ(,$0ȁ

Alessandra Celati (University of Verona/ Stanford University): E,30#,11,$ Ȅ7'ȁ

J%+ȃȄ# D,'ȃȄ  

Bernard Cooperman (University of Maryland): :%%$'ȃ7Ȅ1%$ %- 1", E%$1" 8Ȃ,$ȃ+Ȅ7ȁ

E,13%$/ 

Serena Di Nepi (Sapienza University of Rome): :%%&,$Ȅ1ȃ%7 3ȃ1" 1", @1Ȅ#ȃȄ7ȁ

I,0,Ȅ$+" G$%.$ȄȂ %- EȄ1ȃ%7Ȅ# @71,$,01eGI@E TRSW K", C%7. ?ȃ01%$5 %- 871ȃeJ,Ȃȃ1ȃ0Ȃ 

Lucia Felici (University of Florence): :%%&,$Ȅ1ȃ%7 3ȃ1" J%+ȃ,1³ 'ȃ J1!'ȃ MȄ#',0ȃȁ

Elisabeth Fischer (University of Hamburg): N,(0ȃ1, 

Umberto Grassi (Università di Verona-University of Maryland): C%.ȃ01ȃ+0ȁ

Isabel Harvey (Humboldt University, Berlin): N,(0ȃ1, ȂȄ7Ȅ.,$ 

Tamar Herzig (Tel Aviv University): :%%$'ȃ7Ȅ1%$ %- 1", @0$Ȅ,#ȃ E,13%$/ȁ

Sophie Houdard (Université Sorbonne Nouvelle - Paris 3): :%%$'ȃ7Ȅ1%$ %- 1",ȁ

=$,7+" E,13%$/ȁ

Maria Ivanova (McGill University, Montreal): :%%$'ȃ7Ȅ1%$ %- 1", <Ȅ01 <!$%&,Ȅ7ȁ

E,13%$/ 

Simone Maghenzani (University of Cambridge): E,30#,11,$ Ȅ7' J%+ȃȄ# D,'ȃȄȁ

Adelisa Malena (Ca’ Foscari University of Venice): :%%$'ȃ7Ȅ1%$ %- 1", @1Ȅ#ȃȄ7ȁ

E,13%$/ȁ
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Hannah Marcus (Harvard University): <D%;ȃI J,$ȃ,0 

Andreas Pietsch (University of Münster): :%%$'ȃ7Ȅ1%$ %- 1", >,$ȂȄ7 Ȅ7' ;!1+"ȁ

E,13%$/ 

Jordan Sly (University of Maryland): E,30#,11,$ Ȅ7' J%+ȃȄ# D,'ȃȄ 

Philip Soergel (University of Maryland): =!7'$Ȅȃ0ȃ7. 

Daniela Solfaroli Camillocci (University of Geneva): :%%$'ȃ7Ȅ1%$ %- 1", J3ȃ00ȁ

E,13%$/ Ȅ7' +%%&,$Ȅ1ȃ%7 3ȃ1" @701ȃ1!1 'ƥ?ȃ01%ȃ$, ', #Ȅ IÄ-%$ȂȄ1ȃ%7 

Giovanni Tarantino (University of Florence): =!7'$Ȅȃ0ȃ7.  

Stefano Villani (University of Maryland): :%%&,$Ȅ1ȃ%7 3ȃ1" 1", I,7Ȅȃ00Ȅ7+, J%+ȃ,15ȁ

%- 8Ȃ,$ȃ+Ȅ 

Xenia von Tippelskirch (Humboldt University, Berlin): :%%$'ȃ7Ȅ1%$ %- 1", J1,,$ȃ7.ȁ

:%ȂȂȃ11,, 

Helena Wangefelt Ström (Umeå University/Uppsala University): D,'ȃȄ DȄ7Ȅ.,$]ȁ

=!7'$Ȅȃ0ȃ7. 

  

Scientific Committee ��
Alessandro Arcangeli (University of Verona), Federico Barbierato (University of                 

Verona), Emese Balint (European University Institute), Jean-Pierre Cavaillé               

(EHESS, Paris), Bernard Cooperman (University of Maryland), Pierre-Antoine               

Fabre (EHESS, Paris), Nicolas Fornerod (University of Geneva), Tamar Herzig                   

(Tel Aviv University), Ariel Hessayon (Goldsmiths, University of London),                 

Sophie Houdard (Université Sorbonne Nouvelle - Paris 3), Mario Infelise (:Ȅƥ                    ȁ

=%0+Ȅ$ȃ University of Venice), Adelisa Malena (:Ȅƥ =%0+Ȅ$ȃ University of Venice),            ȁ        

Philip M. Soergel (University of Maryland), Daniela Solfaroli Camillocci                 

Camillocci (University of Geneva), Xenia von Tippelskirch (Humboldt               

University, Berlin), Anne-Charlott Trepp (University of Kassel), Stefano Villani                 

(University of Maryland)   
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List of Members  

New members in 2018 
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Stefan Bauer (University of York) 
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Stefano Colavecchia (University of Molise) 
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Jordan S. Sly (University of Maryland) 

Luca Vettore (University of Maryland) 
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Events Organized by EMoDiR 

ŷu K.2.Ȅ%-# L.Ȃȃ!Ȅ% ȃ! H.%'!Ȅř ż @Ȅ%-# ŸŶŷſȁ

K", L0,0 %- I,#ȃ+0\ :!#1!Ȅ# Ȅ7' :!#1!$Ȅ# F(*,+10 ȃ7 <Ȅ$#5 D%',$7 I%Ȃ, Ȅ7' M,7ȃ+,, by 

Helena Wangelfelt Ström.  
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